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BRIEF EXPOSTTOR. 
© I tell you, nay : but except ye repent, ye shall all like- 

wise perish.* Luke xiii. 3. 

These are the words of our Savior : they are 
repeated in the 5th verse. He has allusion to 
two important events, with which, it is presumed 
his hearers were well acquainted. One event 
was the slaughter of 80me unfortunate Galileans, 
whose bl] Pilate mingled with the blood of 
their s8acrifices. There is a tradition, which has 
come down to the day in which we live, by which 
we are informed, that at a time, when the Gali- 
leans were engaged in offering their sacrifices, 
having just slain the victims, whose blood was 
ho flowing from the fatal wounds which had 

een inflicted, Pilate fell upon and slew the Gal- 

fleans before their altars; so that their blood was | 
mingled with the blood of their sacrifices, and 
flowed lke rivers of water. 'DThis story was re- 
lated to our Savior, to which he replies— sup- | 
 pose ye that these Galileans were sinners above 
all the Galileans, because they suffered 8uch 
things? T tell you, nay : but except ye repent, 
ye 8hall all likewise perish.' He then directs 
their attention to another event—that in which 
eighteen persons were killed by the falling of the 
tower in Siloam ; and he repeats the question— 

*think ye, that they were sinners above all men 

at Jerusalem? TI tell you, nay: but except ye 

repent; ye shall all likewise perish.” 

he reader will notice that our Lord directs his ) 
hearers to no fabled horrors—no imaginary ca-| 
lamities, for the purpose of arresting their atten- 
tion and correcting their lives by repentance ; but 
he points them to known realities, to sad events, 
in which sinners had been cut short in their vile 


career, by unexpected death. He gave his hear- | 


ers to understand, that they were going forward 
in the s8ame iniquitous path which brought a si A 
nal death upon the persons to whom he had allud- 
ed—and they must repent or perish like them. He 
geemed desirous that they should know that the 
ighteous judge of all the earth was not partial ; and, 
fore, 8ome unlooked for event would number 
with the dead, as others had been. 
ky cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
* What are we to understand by the word *like- 
wige? Like what? Like the Galileans and 
 those on whom the tower fell. Except ye repent, 
e 8hall perish like them. This is most evident- 
y our Lord's meaning. The first meaning of the 
word *likewise, is, m like manner.. Then, we 
8hould be careful to observe that those addressed 
_— Lord, unless they repented, 
ish in'a manner bike those to whoty tie. had allu- 
hed by the 


+ > 


SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 1832. 


[No. 7. 


their 8acrifices; like those on whom the tower in 
Siloam fell. Those whose blood Pilate shed, and on 
whom the tower fell, perished, 1. e. died ; here their 
history ends. 'Those to whom Jesus spake, were to 
perish, im like manner, if they did not repent. 

Dr. Adam Clark, in his comments on this pas- 
8age, 8ays that those whom our Savior addressed 
were to perish *in like way, in the 8ame man- 
ner. He adds— this prediction of our Lord was 
literally fulfilled. When the city (Jerusalem) 
Was we! he by the Romans, multitudes of Priests, 
&c. who were going on with their sacrifices, were 
slain, and therr blood mingled with the blood of 
their 8acrifices : and multitudes were buried un- 
der the ruins of the walls, houses, and temples.” 
So much from Dr. Clark, whose remarks we are 
8atisfied are correct. By this it seems, that those 
to whom the text was addressed did not repent, 
and they actually did perish, as our Lord threat- 
ened them. When their blood flowed with the 
blood of their sacrifices [ike the blood of the Gali- 
leans ; when they were crushed to death beneath 
their crumbling walls and the falling domes of their 
temple, like those on whom the tower of Siloam fell ; 
alas ! it was a melancholy fact, that they Iikewise 
perished. In an hour too late to escape the ca- 
_— they realized the fulfilment of our Lord's 
words, 

The reader is well aware that the passage 
which we have endeayored to explain, 1s often 
quoted as proof of the doctrine of endless misery. 
Bat it can have no allusion to any such thing. It 
urges repentance in 8trong language, but on the 
ground that it is necessary to avoid temporal 
judgments. If repentance had been necessary to 
avoid endless misery, on this occasion there was 
a Suitable opportunity for our Lord to 8ay 80; but 
he s8ays not a word concerning any calamity in 
the future world. He alludes to temporal eve: 
to two instances in which simners had been oy 
whelmed, suddenly, with an earthly destruction— 
and he advises others to repent, lest, they should 
be visited with a similar distruction.. They did 
not regard his warning voice—they did not re- 
pots and they too, were 8swept from the earth 

y a horrible overthrow. But one thing is posi- 
tive;'1. e. our Lord has not given us the least hint 
that any of these offenders after they had perish- 
ed, were to be miserable in a future world. 

The word perish does not mean endless misery, 
as some apply the passage before us; for in the 
scriptures it is apphed to the righteous as well as 
the wicked. We read Isa. Ivii. 1. ©The righteous 
perisheth and no man layeth it to heart.” e do 
not think that it will be contended that this means 
that the righteous are endlessly miserable. We 
again read in Fec]. vii. 15. There is a just man that 
perisheth in his righteousness.* Does this mean 
that a just man is endlessly miserable in his right- 
eousness ? Speaking of idolaters God says *truth 
is perished and cut off from their mouth.” Does 
he intend to be understood that on account of 


ded: like those whose 'blood wat + | 
8word of Pilate, and mingled with the blood of 


idolaters truth is endlessly miserable ? But these 


constructions must be put to the aboye passages, 
if the ward perisk means endless misery, We 
could bring other evidence to shew the error of 80 
applying the word, but it cannot be necessary.— 
This word simply means, to decay, to go to ruin, 
to die. 

Every sinner now on earth, would do well to ap- 
ply the passage which we have considered to him- 
elf, and regard the Savior's warning voice. How 
many there are of our race, who, 1n life's early 
morn, or in itz meridian, perish, and are hurried in- 
to the tomb, having murdered themselves by their 
vices. We have many living among us who are 
pursving the same course,—to all 8uch our Lord's 
words may be appropriately applied—* Repent, or 
ye shall all likewise perish.' Repent, sinner, or 

our honor, your health, your happiness, and your 
life wlll perish. B, W, 


THE REDEMPTION OF MANKIND COM- 
PLETE IN CHRIST. 


There has been not a little indefiniteness in the 
ideas which have been entertained upon the object 
and result of our Savior's Mission, 'The opinions 
of mankind, in relation to these subjects—subjects 
confessedly of great importance—have been char- 
acterized by a ores of wildness, and extrava- 
gance which can be accounted for in no other 
way, than by s8upposing, that there has been much 
vagueness in the expositions of those to whom the 
people have looked for information and instruction. 

As respects the object of our Savior's miss10n, 
all intelligent professors are agreed, 80 far as to 
admit that he came to seek and to save the loet. 
But, from this point of agreement, they have start- 
ed off in a great many difterent directions ; and it 
is evident enough, that many have become involy- 
ed in a labyrinth of perplexities. 

Some have concluded, that his object was, to 
seek and 8ave the whole of the lost ; others have 
Settled down in the belief, that he only intended 
to save a part. One denomination has incorpora- 
ted into its creed the idea that he came into the 
world to 8ave all, but will not succeedin doing 80. 
Another has decided that he came for the express 
purpo3e of 8aving all—that this was his object— 
yt all his exertions, and labors, and sufferings, 

rere adapted to that end ; and that he will succeed 
in accomplishing all that he undertook. 

But while we ingenuously confess, that we are 
_ most decidedly in favor of the opinion, that it 

was the great object of his mission, to save the 
whole human race ; and that he will ultimately ac- 
complish this glorious work; it becomes us to look 
carefully into the state of our own minds, lest, 
while we profess to be wise, there should remain 
in our opinions 8uch a degree of indefiniteness, as 
8hall render them ineffectual, and unsatisfactory. 
For, though the outlines of our faith may be cor- 
rectly drawn, and distinctly seen by the eye of the 
Fm an, there may be 80 many umperfec- 
tions 1n the filling up, such a want of accuracy in 
the more minute delineations of the system, that it 
will appear like a mere skeleton-—more like a car- 
icature, than a fair representation of the plan of 
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have 8eized upon the fact that Christ began a good 
wth, and will finih it: Here we LN ng 


75365 


.-- 


” 


belonging to qur own denomination, | 
he 


be 8urprising, if a sense of s8ecurity, occasioned by 
a belief of that truth, had not, in some instances, 
lulled the minds of our brethren into a state of in- 
activity. And if 80, the purpose of benevolence, 
in one 8ense of the word, has been defeated ; 
8ince, the very design of God, in causing his gos- 
pel to be proclaimed in the ears of mankind, is, to 
give birth to an active zeal in the hearts of his 
children, and- to place before them incentives to 
repeated exertions to know more and more of God, 
and divine things. 

We have another object in view, in mentioning 
the fact that there has been 8ome degree of re- 
missness among us—and that object 1s, to vindi- 
cate our blessed doctrine from a charge which has 
been brought against it. It has been 8aid, that the 
doctrine of Universalism, if true, supercedes the 
necessity of any attention to religious duties, and 
of any exertjons to obtain religious knowledge. 

Nothing can be more incorrect. It might be 
8aid, with equal propriety, that when a man has a 
large estate bestowed upon him, he need be at no 
pains to take possess1on of it—or that when a man 
has a good farm, he need not be at any trouble in 
taking care of it. It is well known, by every in- 
telligent believer, that there is much to be done 
in the vineyard of our Master, after we are put in 
poszession of it; and wo betide the laborer who 
loiters away his time while the day of life lasts. 

Let us now, with these facts in view, consider 
the last words of the expiring Savior, and endea- 
vor to understand the meaning of this procf of his 
fidelity and triumph. * It vw fimished” What 1s 
finiched? The work which his Father had given 
him to do on earth—that great, that gtorious, that 
rack work, was uns ns" was done, and well 

one, ; 

But this answer may not be sufficiently explicit, 
to 8atisfy the minds of all. And we will take the 
liberty to refer to certain factz, which are calcu- 
lated to asslst us in understanding the subject. 
Christ undertook. to illustrate the 8pirituality of re- 
1gion; to convince mankind of 'its practicability ; 
to inculcat2 in the minds of his disciples certain 
doctrines, which serve as rules of action; and, by 
the use of proper means, by the exercise of the 
power delegated to him, by the display of the di- 
vine and impartial grace of God, by sealing, with 
his precious blood, the covenant of redemption, to 
effect the reconciliation and holiness of all the lost 
of Adam's race. This was his * Father's buzi- 
ness,” and it was his own business, to do his Fa- 
ther's will, and execute the designs of his benev- 
olence ; and this, 80 far as his earthly labors were 
concerned, was finished when, as the Martyr of 
truth, he yielded up his agonized spirit upon the 
CIOSS, | 

Look at it. He had ex2mplified every 
virtue, by examples which have | been I 
even by his foes. He had taught doctrines, which 
fill every believing heart with jcy. He had dis- 


played the perfections of God, in. all their rich- 


ness, loveliness, and glory. He had patiently en- 
dured the re nor his fellow pion He 
had -suffered from the treachery of his friends. 
And now, forsaken by those for whoge welfare he 
had toiled, he was 8e1zed upon by wicked, hands— 
was condemned by a mockery of j —Was 
placed upon the cross, between two malefactors— 
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O, what a scene was that! We cense to won- 
der that nature should have predominated, for a 
moment, when he cried, *My God! My God! 
why hast thou forsaken me! For then he had 
drained the cup of misery to the dregs. Malig- 
nity itzelf could add no new device, in augmenta- 
tion of his suffering. His work was finished, for 
he had fulfilled all righteousness ; and envy, and 
ignorance, and malice, and bigotry, had done their 
most desperate act, by thus gratifying their desires. 

But what of all that ? What advantige will ac- 
crue to us, from the accomplishment of that work ? 
In what way are we benefited by his labors, suffer- 
ings, and'death? Wall it be replied that our sal- 
vation is, or will be secured, or effected, in 8ome 
mysterious way, or by somme indefinable process ? 
Are we to be 8aved we know not how ? by some- 
thing, we know not what ? by some person, we 
know not whom ? 

No,—there is not—there cannot be, the least 
direct advantage derived from the mission and la- 
| bors of Christ, by those who know nothing, or care 
nothmg, about the truths he taught, nor the ob- 
jects he had in view. It has been satisfactorily 
Shown, 1n a former article in this paper, that reli- 
gion relat2s to the mind, to the understanding, to 
the heart, (if you please to say 80,) and it would be 
the extravagance of presumption, to imagine, that 
the human mind, or s0ul, can be saved without 
knowing anything about it—or that it can be ben- 
efited by that of which it takes no cognizance. 

The intelligent reader need not be told, that 
there are a great many in the world, who call 
themselves believers, who have a kind of vague 
idea floating in-their minds, about salvation, who 
are nevertheless unable to tell anything about the 
nature of it, or the means, or methods, by which 
it is to be brought about. Perscns of this descrip- 
tion (whatever they may call themselves) derive 
no direct advantige from the labors of Christ.— 
We say direct, because there are none who live 
in the atmosphere of Christianity, who are not in- 
directly benefited by its prevalence. What I 
mean 1s this—those who entertain nothing more 
than vague and ill-assorted ideas upon the subject, 
can not be considered as experiencing any direct 
advantage from a religion, which, in order to be 
enjoyed, must be understood, and justly conceived 
of by the mind. | 

That this reflection may have its due share of 
consideration, it may here be observed, that Chris- 
tianity is an inward principle—it applies its reme- 
_ dies, addresses itz consolations, and communicates 
its joys, to the heart. Hence, unl2ss its impor- 
tance 1s realized, its corrections felt, its admoni- 
tions attended to, it cannot be of any service to 
us. Consequently, the mission and labors of 
Christ are of no 8ort of use, to any other than 
those who have, and cherish, a living and -sancti- 
ſying faith in the truth h+ twaght, and in the effi- 
cacy of those principles which constitute the 8um 
and s8ubstance of the theory of christianity. 


What, then, are we to 8ay of the meaning of 


our Lord's language before quoted ? 'This, most 
evidently—Christ had finizhed his earthly labors, 
when he had s8ncceeded in furnishing mankind 
with the mans of improvement, and had opened 
for them the great source of rational enjoyment. 
He left it for mankind to employ those means, and 


to become wise, good, and happy; it is our bu- 
siness to go to the fountain of God's love, and by 
an inward application cf the pure waters of eter- 
nal life, cleanse our souls of the impurities which 
they have contracted during their intercourse 
with the world. 

And it is, not only an erroneous, but a most 
pernicious idea, that all this has been done- for us, 
and that we have nothing to do, but to fold our 
hands in- idleness, and trust Providence for that 
which is bestowed only upon the industrious and 
faithful. 

But here we must caution our readers, against 
supposing that we have experienced a change, or 
undergone any alteration in our principles. We 
are only laboring to show what Universalism 1s, 
in its purity, and what is its practical tendency. 
Our doctrine is the last in the world, to either en- 
courage, or justiſy, the expectation of good, with- 
out a diligent use of the means adapted to its at- 
tainment. We hold, strictly, not only to adequate 
punishment, but to rewards exactly proportionate 
to our merits. And, we no more expect to be 
2aved by the labors of Christ, unless we beheve 
what he said, and conform to the requirements 
of his religion, than we expect to walk without 
asing our lumbs, 

But here, we shall have to encounter an ob- 
jection, which will very naturally arise, in the 
minds of those who have not given their candid 
attention to the 8ubject. We shall be told to 
look around the world, and s8ee how many hve, 
and die, in total ignorance of Christ, and his doc- 
trines—how many of those who have obtained an 
understanding of his religion, disregard its moral 
les8ons—and how few evince their love of truth 
by the practice of those duties which christianity 
enjoins. And then it will be inquired, how we 
can entertain the idea that all will be saved, while 
admitting the fact that none can derive any ben- 
efit from the labors of his life, and the sufferings 
he experienced, in -our behalf, without a belief 
in and practice of the truth he taught? 

Our reply is this. The mission of Christ, from 
the commencement of it, up to the time of his 
death, and resurrection, was s0olely for the pres- 
ent or earthly good of mankind—was performed, 
and finished, for the express purpose of effecting 
the present salvation of the sinful. 

I do not mean that the benefits conferred upon 
mankind, by his labors, were of a temporal char- 
acter—they were strictly spiritual and divine ; 
but were, nevertheless, to be enjoyed here on 
earth. His kingdom, though spiritual—s0 exclu- 
8ively spiritual that flesh and blood could not en- 
ter it, was, notwithetanding, an earthly one. 'The 
time will come, when it shall be 8urrendered to 
the Pather, that God may be, *all in all.” 

This being the case, not only individuals, but 
whole nations; may live and die, come into-the 
world, and pass through it, and out of it, without 
receiving the least benefit from the labors of 
Christ. This is true of all those who remain 1g- 
norant of the truth; and of all who *hold the 
truth in unrighteousness.% This, we thitik, is ev- 
ident from the very nature of the cage, So that, 
when Christ exclaimed *Tt is finished* he did not 
mean that he. had wrought out salvation for avy 
others than thoge who stivuld believe on him, and 


done no more 


to repair to that fountain. He never-undertook, _ _ instructions which he had delivered 


to do these things for us.. It is our employ 
| } 
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than to favor the world of mankind with snch. de- 
velopments of truth, with such illustrations of its 
practicability and utility, with such rules of action, 
and with such incentives to a willing obedience 
to the commands of God, as should conduce to ex-: 
ertion, and to a high degree of moral improvement. 
When he had done thus much, he gave up his 
Spirit; and thus added the s8eal of his blood, to 
his former protestations of sincerity. 

Now here we draw the line. Here we would 
be careful to distinguish, between the earthly la- 
bors of Christ, and those which will be performed 
by him in his heavenly state. Of the former, we 
8ay emphatically, that they are beneficial no further 
than they conduce to the present s8alvation and 
moral improvement of mankind ; while of the lat- 
ter, it may be supposed, that they will conduce to 
the eternal progression of the immortalized throng, 
in knowledge and happiness, 

This will be rendered apparent by the reflection 
that a present salvation depends upon the fact— 
or, rather, upon a knowledge of the fact, that God 
hath purposed in himself, to grant us a future 
8alvation, | 

This 1dea may be illustrated by selecting one 
truth from among the many taught by our- Savior, 
a knowledge of which always communicates 
peace and happiness to the soul. Say, for instance, 
that Christ taught the fact that God is love—that 
his love is infinite, and impartial—and, conse- 
quently, that it will always mcline him to bless 
his offspring, With what eagerness does the 
mind 8e1ze upon this blessed reality! How 800n 
18 it carried out to the delightful conclusion, that 
a loving Father will grant us immortality. How 
earnestly does the 80ul inquire—Does God love 
all? And if an affirmative answer is obtained, 
how 800n it 1s inferred, that all will enjoy a happy 
immortality. 

Now, this state of mind, is what we call present 
salvation.. And it will be seen, that the enjoyment 
of which we 8peak, is derived from the assurance 
that great happiness is treasured up for us in 
another world. And this assurance is obtained 
through the medium of faith in the Son of God. 

From the moment that Christ laid down his life 
he became a passive instrument in the hand of 
God, for bringing more fully to light, *life and 
unmortality.” God raised him from the dead, and 
took him to his own bosom. He is now with the 
Father; and is employed in a work which never— 
no never can be finighed. He is now our Advo- 
cate—his spirit still pleads with us—and it may 
become his employment, to conduct the spirits of 
Go@ds- children through boundless space, and 

guide them to scenes of never failing delight. 
| Tt is a blessed thought, that when we get home 
to our Father's house, we shall be placed under 
the guidance and control of the great Captain 
of our salvation. Tt is not improbable, that we, to- 
Form with countless myriads. of redeemed and 
appy 8pirits, hall be martialed under our divine, 


and now glorified leader, 8hall- be protected by | a] 


seraphs with bosoms glowing with eternal love ; 
shall be” conducted from world to world—from 
system to. system—from universe to universe ; 
and 8hall p_ an eternity, in exploring the 
works, in admiring the providence, and in cele- 
Rs | the exhaustless grace of the Eternal. 

O, God! how precious are thy promises! How 
inestimable are the labors of thy Son! What: 
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boundless fields of contemplation are opened to 
our view! And how urgently are we solicited, to 
improve our time, talents, and opportunities, in 
becoming acquainted with him, * whom to know 
is life eternal, What more could have been 
done? We have been fayored with exceeding 
eat and precious promises'—those promises 
Ts been confirmed, by the testimony of one in 
whose lips was found no guile—they have been 
sealed by his blood—we are furnished with all 
the means of improvement, and happiness ; and, 
if we are till slaves to the world, and slaves to 
8In, the fault is ours. L. S. E. 


POPULAR MISTAKES. 


In a late article, under this head, we took occa- 
sion to notice a very general error respecting the 
doctrine of God's impartial e :—v1z. that it was 
a net doctrine. We attempted to show the falla- 
cy of this trite objection to our religious faith. 
We pronounced it a gross mistake ; and we have 
the vanity, if vanity it may be called, to think, 
that we proved the fact. Of this, however, our 
readers must judge. 

It was stated in that article that there were oth- 
er, and more important mistakes entertained by 
the religious community with regard to our faith ; 
and that it was designed to bring them before 
our readers. And here let it be observed, and let _ 
it be remembered, that we are far from viewing the 
work in which we are engaged as a delightful one. 
We could have oootg gubjects of a character 
far more pleasing, and more congenial with our 
feelings, —perhaps, too, of equal interest to a ma- 
jority of our readers, —but for reasons alread 
given, we were Constrained to adopt the path 
which has been marked out. Nor are we vain 
enough to imagine that we shall present our read- 
ers with what may be considered new, and which 
was never thought of before; or that we shall say 
things which may not have been said by others. 
That there were many mistakes indulged by the 
mass of mankind in relation to- our religion, we 
knew ; and we felt a conviction, that, to point out 
these errors in a candid manner, might be attend- 
ed with happy results. IVY 

It is proposed, in 'this article to consider the 
following exceedingly common and popular re- 
mark. * If Universalisem be true, it is of no use to 
preach-it.' - This, or something hike this, will be 
familiar, it is presumed, to the mind of every read- 
er. It has been in-the mouth of almost all the 
enemies of our faith. And the manner in which 
they have employed it, shows that they place great 
reliance on 1t, as a powerful argument against the 
doctrine of Universal salvation. It generally 
comes in the form of a question, in the midst, or 
more frequently, perhaps, at the close of a re- 
ligious conversation. When they have labored, 
without success to disprove the doctrine of * all 
God's holy prophets } when they have exhausted 
their arguments, and have 8een one after anoth- 
er fairly met and overthrown, by the plain dec- 
larations of the unerring word; they have ugu- 
ally covered their retreat, by this, at best, misera- 
ble s8ubterfuge. We have seen the 8mile of tri- 
umph light: up the fallen countenance of an oppo-. 
ger, as he put the mighty question—What is the 
use to preach your doctrine ? 'That is, if God has 


determined to bless all his rational creatures and 
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crown them with the unfading glories of immor- 
tality—* what is"the us6 to preach it ” Why pro- 
claim the thrilling truth, if indeed it be a truth. 

When we reflect upon the absurdity of this re- 
mark, we are half inchned to doubt whether it 
could ever have been made ; whether we have not 
been under 8ome strange delusion ; whether our 
genses may not have deceived us ;—but memory 
in. whose book past transactions are faithfully writ- 
ten, assures us that it is no delusion,—but reality. 
She can call up the occasion on which this ques- 
tion was gravely proposed,—present all the cir- 
cumstances attending it, —and tell the names of 
the persons, whether ministers or laymen, by whom 
it was urged. Resist this testimony we cannot. 
However inconsistent the question, it is the fact, 
that it has been often urged as, a kind of argu- 
ment against the truth and utility of our religious 
sgystem; and by persons- too, who value them- 
gelves upon their good s8ense, acute discrimina- 
tion, and high christian attainments. 

Whence, I ask, is this mistake 2 What 
has induced people to think, that it is no use to 
preach the truth 2 There is 8omething strange in 
this matter. Is it possible that they can indulge 
the idea that evil will result from the diffusion of 
truth ; or that no good will arise from it? This 
cannot be allowed. Whence is this mistake then ? 
I apprehend, it comes from a false notion of the 
nature and design of christianity. Preaching, ac- 
cording to the popular belief, is designed to save 
the human race from endless punishment in the 
future 8tate of existence. In this belief the wri- 
ter of this article was educated ; and 80, he pre- 
gumes, were most of his indulgent readers. But 
is it 80? Did Christ come into the world to save 
it from endless damnation? You neyer read any 
thing like this in the Bible. You read that he 
came, not to condemn, but to save the world; not 
to 8ave his people from endless punishment, but 
from their 8s. Nor did you ever read in the Bi- 
ble, that the Apostolic mission was designed to 
rescue. mankind from the flames of an endless 
hell. But: you read that they were sent to open 
men's eyes to turn them from darkness to light, 
to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, to de- 
clare the love of God, and the gift of immortal 
life to every 80n and daughter of Adam. 

Universalism knows nothing about a future end- 
less hell. It knows that God's love is infinite, un- 
changing and immortal ; and rejoices to behold it 
8urrounding all creatures, in all ages, and in all 
worlds. It tells us that all things, in the fulness 
of time, will be reconciled to the Father through 
the mediation of our Lord Jesus Christ, when: 
God 8hall be all and in all, Tt does not propose to 
8ave men from the wrath of their Maker in the 
eternal world ; but from their ignorance, supersti- 
tion and 8in, and the consequences of these, in 
this life. . When people ay, it is no use to preach. 
our doctrine, if all mankind are to be the recipi- 
ents of immortal life, they show how little they 
know of the genius and -spirit of christianity. 
They forget that now is the day of salvation ; and 
that it is here, that we need the light and hopes of 
the gospel, and the galvation which it confers. If 
they will look around on 8ociety, and observe the 
mass of ignorance and evil which is in the world, 
and consider that these things can be removed 
only by the diffusion of truth, they will see, that, 


| (endless misery out of the question) there is a 
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necessity and use in preaching. They will find 
enough to employ all their time and talents, to im- 
prove the condition of mankind in this, world. 
And they will find, —if they will but make the ex- 

riment,—that to preach to men the umversai 
ove of God, and the good things which he has 
prepared for them, will exert a holier and happier 
influence, and be of more use, than all the 
trines of wrath and terror which have ever been 
invented by man. 

They who ask this question know little respect- 
ing the principles of our faith, or of its —_—_— and 
cheering influence. Uniyersalism aims to do men 
good in this world, —not in the next. It finds sin 
and 8orrow enough in the present state, it seeks 
man's present improvement and happiness, it pre- 
tends not to know futurity any further than God has 
revealed it, and when its eye: looks beyond the 
dark impassable gulph, which se s time from 
eternity, it 8ees only that glonous umnmortality 
which 18 brought to light in the gospel. We re- 
peat it—Universalism is the cheering guide and 
comforter of man, in this world. It leads him in 
the path of light and life. It teaches him to put 
his trust in God, as a Father; and to anticipate 
from his hand, that protection, and those blessings, 
which infinite goodness delights to bestow. It 
communicates gladness to every heart. In its 
light, the sons and daughters of affliction, forget 
their woes, and sorrow 18 exchanged for joy. It 
little becomes us to boast of our faith ; but, know- 
ing as-we do its precjousness, and enjoying the 
happiness which it communicates, we cannot re- 
main silent and dead, while the question, * what is 
the use to preach it 2”—1s sounding in our ears. 

As well, and with as much propriety, might our 
opposers ask what 1s the use to be good, to be hap- 
Py ; for goodness and happiness are the legitimate 
fruits of our faith. It is love—love to God and to 
all the creatures of his power; and it works by 
love, and purifies the heart. We have tested its 
character; and with the thousands whom this doc- 
trine has made free from the power of delusion 
and gin, we know it to be the power of God unto 
8alvation to every one that beheveth. It has made 
us joyful ; inspired us with confidence in God; 
and filled us with the transporting hope of immortal 
life. We are morally certain, therefore, that, were 
it everywhere diffused, its effects would be every- 
where the 8ame. And yet we are assiled with 
the question—* what is the use to preach it  Peo- 
ple wonder why we build houses of worship; why 
we incur the expense of supporting public devo- 
tion ; or make any sacrifices to advance the inter- 
ests of our faith? If they knew the love of God, 
if they knew the power of this faith, and the hap- 
piness which it communicates, they would not 
make this demand. If they knew these things, 
they would wonder why our efforts have been 80 


feeble, our eacrifices 80 few, and our zeal 80 cold 


andsluggish. Nor should we blame them if they 
did. , ; 
Universalism ought to be preached, because it 
is the truth of Heaven ; because it is good news 
and -plad tidings to all people; and because a 
knowledge of its principles is indispensable to the 
moral elevation, refinement and felicity of the 
world: ' If it had been of no importance to- the 
world, why did Jehovah preach it to Abraham un- 
der the solemnity of an oath? Why was it spo- 


wp by all the holy prophets, by the Lord Jesus and 
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his faithful Apostles? And why was it command- 
ed to be preached to every creature under heav- 
en? Answer us, y2 mistaken ones. 


J, H., B. 


GARDEN OF EDEN. 


Many, and very strange, have beer the specu- 
lations of theorists, in relation to the garden of 
Eden, of which we have an account, in the second 
chapter of Genesis. The opinion, however, which 
has been most generally received, and which prob- 
ably now prevails more than any other, 1s, that 
God planted a garden, 1n the literal sense'of the 
expression, *eastivard in Eden,* and there put the 
man, whom he had * formed of the dust of the 

round,” and commanded him *to dress it and to 

eep it.” Much time has been spent, by men of 
distinguished abilities, of great literary attain- 
ments, to point out the precise spot where this 
garden was located, and to explain its peculiar 
and distinguishing qualities. But, upon these par- 
ticulars they are yet divided among themaelves; 
8ome contending that it was located in one region 
of the earth, was. Some in another ; 80me 8uppos- 
ing that the ocean may now cover the spot, and 
8gome, that it was carfied to heaven ; and it is not 
too much to conjecture, that the world is as wise 
now in relation to these things, as it ever will be. 
It may not be infered, however, from this remark, 
that such a garden did not exist. It maght have ex- 
isted, for aught we know, in a literal 8ense ; but, be 
that as it may, it is now useless to speculate about 
the precise spot where it was planted, and the 
memorable trees which it is 82id to have contained, 
We may never expect to derive much direct and 
.gatisfactory information in relation to these par- 
ticulars. 

We will not conceal the fact, however, that we 
are not among those, who receive, as truth, the 
common opinion of the famous and celebrated gar- 
den, upon which we are now remarking. We be- 
lieve it to be, rather, a beautiful and highly in- 
structive allegory, designed to show the moral state 
and condition of human nature ; representing, in 
-@ very plain and forcible manner, the present order 
of tlungs, and the nature of our temporal exist- 
ence. It seems to us exceedingly inconsist?nt 
with what we can discover of God, in his works 
and ways, to admit that he was ever personally 
engaged in planting a literal garden for the ac- 
commodation of man. It 8eems to us too mnech 
like the fables and fictions of olden time; too 
much like the enchanted land of the ancients, the 
pleasure garden of their Genii and deities, the 
apples of the Hesperides, and the tree of immor- 
tality. We think it will be far less offensive to 
the principles of reason and the dictates of com- 
mon 8ense, to understand the Mosaic account of 
the garden of Eden in a figurative or allegorical, 
rather than in a literal 8ense. And: we feel con- 
strained to beheve, that the. more reflecting and 
intelligent mind will readily perceive the truth and 
propriety of this sentiment. 

We may observe, however, that, even if we 
were to admit the Mosnic history of the garden as 
Uterally correct, still, it would not be improper, it 
would not, be an unwarrantable use of scriptnre, 
to apply it to the moral state and condition of hn- 
man nature. Man, after he was formed of the 
dust of the-earth, it is reasonable to 8UpPoO8e, 
placed 1 
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powers of body and mind, with which he was cre- 
ated. And we cannct but perceive, that all his 
powers, both mental and physical, are peculiarly 
adapted, and consequently inust have been design- 
ed, to answer the purposes and to meet the ends 
of his present organization and mode cf existence. 
We tind him constituted with capacities and 
wants, gensations and sympathies, passions and 
propensities, exactly suited to the present state 
and order of things. And from this, we may 
reasonably and justly infer, that this temporal state 
of his existence was the garden, into which he 
was placed by hjs Creator, after he had received 
the breath ot life and become a living soul. It was 
this garden, that he was required to keep and to 
dress; the evil passions, the vicious propenstties, 
the immoral habits, the impure desires, which 
should sprirg up in it, that he was required to 8ub- 
due. And 80 long as he was successful in keep- 
ing them under subjection, and in resisting the 
force of temptation, 80 long he was happy, and 
knew not the evil consequences of transgression. 
But when he yielded to the seducing spirit that 
lutked in his earthly constitution, and was over- 
come, he was brought to know, by his own <xpert- 
ence, that the same tree which yielded good trait, 
was also productive of evil. He was brought, in 
other words, to a knowled#e of the fact, that his 
present existence was not a scene of unmixed 
happiness and constant enjoyment, but that good 
and evil, pleasure and pain, joy and gorrow, were 
alternately and perpetual.y to s8ucceed each other. 

And how exactly does this answer to the state 
and condition in which we now find ourselves. 
We find, by every day's experience and observa- 
tion, that this life 1s the tree, on which grows the 
fruit of good and evil. We must not expect, 
while in this world, to live in continual enjoyment 
of earthly good, to pass our lives in unreitted 
pleasme, to spend our days in the perpetual 8un- 
shine of prosperity, and to drink constantly from 
pare fountain of 80cial bliss. We must expect, 
zometimes in the course of our journey, to be 
overtaken by the reverses of fortune, to feel the 
bitterness of disappointment, to drink from the cup 
of affliction, to struggle with adversity, to hold 
conflict with peril and er, and to meet with 
anavoidable misfortunes. If we now hold posses- 
310n of all that the world can afford to render us 
happy —if all our worldly prospects are fair and 
even flatter ng,—still, we should remember that 
the time may be fast approaching, when all that 
we have, and all our hopes, shall be swept from ue, 
and leave us Poor and wretched in the cheerless 
vale of adveraity. The Supreme Being, whose 
dispensations we regard as altogether right and 
Just, may have already sent forth his mandate, and 
commis3ioned the destroying angel, to overthrow 
our brightsst prospects, and dispessess us of every 
earthly enjoyment. The arrow of death, perbaps, 
may have been drawn from the quiver, and even 
Shot from the bow, and is already on its way to the 
heart of one or another of our friends ; and now, 
it has reached the vital spot, and he is dead. Once, 
all our affections were placed upon him, our hopes 
centered in him; our thoughts lingered with pleas- 
ure on the scenes that were past, and brightened 
in the prospect of those that were to come. Now, 
alas! the tie of mutual friendship is:gevered, the 
Season of 8ocial intercourse is past, the union of 


Was 
in a state and condition beet swted tothe: 
p oy 


| kindred 8piritsis broken, the thought of the past 


only serves to increase the anguish of the pres- 
ent, and the prospect of the future is dark and 
gloomy, But, why should we complain? While 
he lived, we enjoyed with him hours of the pur- 
eet pleasure and the most unmixed delight; and, 
now that he is dead, we must expect to endure the 
pain of 8eparation. Such, indeed, is the nature of 
our. present existence, It is a varied scene of 
god and evil. 

Our present exist2nce then, may be fitly and for- 
cibly represented by a tree, bearing the fruit of 
good and evil z and now, the question may arise, 
what is meant by the * tree of life” Inanswer- 
ing this question, we may appeal to the scriptures ; 
for the inspired writers have been particularly mi- 
nute in their descriptions of the tree of life, and 
in detailing itz peculiar qualities and excellencies. 
The wise man tells us, in his Proverbs, that *the 
fruit of the righteous is a tree of life.” And he 
tells ns also, that *a wholesome tongue is a tree 
of life.” But the most beautiful and sublime de- 
scription we have of it, is given us by the Reve- 
lator, in the last chapter of the Revelations,—in 
which, aſter having given us a full and circum- 
stantial account of the Holy City, he 8ays,— In 
the midst of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river, was the tree of life, which bear twelve 
manner | of fruits, and yielded her fruits every 
month; and the leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations.' Yes, reader, in the Holy 
City, in the Heavenly Jerusalem, in the Gospel 
Covenant, grows and flourishes the tree .of hfe. 
©'There'—to- use- the words of another—-* there it 
rises in prospect, at the end of our wanderings 
and conflicts in this transitory state ;—there it 
flourishes, to refresh the weary and drooping pil- 
grim with itz. ever growirg fruits, and to cover the 
nations with itz verdant and never fading umbrage. 
O, do not labor to shed the baneful mists of scep- 
ticism and infidelity over this delightful prospect. 
O, leave me this tree, that when my parched 
tongue 8eeks refreshment in vain, and my palate 
can no more receive pleasure from any fruits of 
terestrial growth,.I may send forth the last breath 
of this mortal life, in the well grounded hope of 
an entrance into the Paradise of ( God.” 

Reader,—when we cast our eyes around us, 
and behold the moral world plunged into the deep- 


est abyss of depravity and ruin, —when we con- 


8ider how deeply involved in darkness and error 
are the nations of the earth, —when we contem- 
plate the intensity of human s8uffering occasioned 
by the practice of sin,—can we but rejoice that 
the * tree of life? still flourishes, and bears its 
twelve manner of fruits, and yields its fruits every 
month, and that its leaves are for the healing of 
the nations? Planted, as it 1s, * by the rivers of 
water,” it will take deep root, and shoot high ; and 
itz wide spreading branches will continue to ex- 
tend, until all the nations, families and tongues of 
the earth, shall repose in peace beneath. its thick- 
ening foliage, feed on its delicious fruits, and 
drink deep from the pure river of living water, 


clear as chrystal, which flows to it, from *the 
throne of and of the Lamb.” C. 6. 
a A REVERIE. 
 _n a pg season of uncommonly disagree» 
e W 


, the Sun again poured out, the 
inhabitants of earth his reviving rays. 'Panting 
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under the pressure of the heat, I longed for some 
cool grove, where repcse might be enjoyed ;,and 
tinding ncne, my mind, less sluggish than its 
tabernacle, took leave of absence and went in 
quest of s80me useful idea. I imagined, that in my 
perigrinations, I met my neighbor Fearſul. His 
eye rolled wide:y; his countenance betrayed the 
emotions of a mind ill at ease. *See! he exclaim- 
ed, *sce! the predicted calamity is coming upon 
us! Destruction awaits this nuserable world of 
ours, and perdition has seized upon the myriads 
of its inhabitants.” 

Surprised at the wild vehemence of his ejacula- 
tions, and startled with the dreadful picture he 
drew of the condition of the world, I inquired with 
great earnestness the causze of his apprehensions. 
*Do you not see it, he replied, pointing to the 
Sun, whose broad glare allowed of but a brief ex- 
amination. See it! yes, I see it distinctly, and 
feel, too, itz much needed warmth. It has dis- 
pelled the wintry clouds, and gives us to under- 
stand that seed time and harvest will come, and 
that there shall be food for man and beast. Un- 
jg gurprise distorted every muscle of his face, 
and he gave me a contemptaous look that I cannot 
easlly forget. Turning abruptly from me, he gave 
vent to his injured feelings in a strain of melan- 
choly invective. *When it strikes the earth, he 
3a1d, * or with 1ts fiery tail 8weeps off its inhabit-- 
tants, you will understand the reasons of my ap- 


prehens1ons, and appreciate the sincerity with 


which I warn you to flee from the wrath to come.” 
Suspecting that I had now hit upon the truth of 
the case, I ventured to ask an explanation. * Do 
you not see the Comer,” he in demanded. *Tt 
approaches us with dreadfal rapidity, and will 
300n dash our world into atoms? I gazed upon 
the cloudless sky, and s8aw nothing but the glori- 
ous orb of day, which had just then attained its 
meridian, and was dispensing upon the evi and 
the good its thrice welcome favors. *It is the 
Comet,” said my friend! It is the Sun, s8aid I— 
it is nothing but the Sun. | 

How true it is that the fearful apprehensions of 
my friend did not—could not alter the fact. His 
belief that the luminary of day was the messenger 
of destiuction, neither obscured its brightness, nor 
intercepted its genial rays. It was the Sun, as 
much and as truly 80, as if he had not refused to 
believe it such. His error of belief only affected 
him and his condition. 

Reader! Remember this—Truth is immutable 
and eternal. You may close your eyes upon its 
realities; you may refuse to beheve it; but your 
unbehef will never make the faithfulness of God 
of none effect. It is either true or false that God 
is the Savior of all men; and it is your duty, and 
your privilege, to improve your talents and oppor- 
tunities to obtain a knowledge of the truth. *Prove 
all things, and hold fast that which is gooſe 
| LFRED. 


A FRAGMENT. 


In our- speculations upon the duty of man, we 
are constrained to re him as a moral nt.; 
as a being capable of understanding, and of per- 
forming what 1s required of him ; and consequent- 
ly accountable for the improvement or abuse 
his talents and privileges. Let him be consider- 


100mg. being -dontituts of ability to act for him- 
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elf, and we intuitively dissent from the idea that 
he ws accountable to any being or power above 
himself. Nor can we conceive how a mere ani- 
mal machine can be justly required to render obe- 
dience to any law, or considered criminal for a 
violation of it. But there is 8ome danger of rush- 
ing into an extreme no less injurous to the cause 
of morality—that is, the admission that the will is 
entirely free. For if we allow that man is free to 
act, or not, to act, to do or not to do, according to 
his own 14ll ; and that he possesses within himself 
the power of willing, as 'well as of doing, the 
question might arise, whether in that case a free- 
dom 80 unlimited might not effectually absolve the 
creature from all responsibility, and from all well 
founded 8uspicions of criminality. And those who 
would honestly object to a doctrine which would 
make man an intellectual automaton, might, with 
at least the semblance of propriety, be entreated 
not to rush into a contrary extreme, by giving him 
80 much freedom as to render it improper, either 
to attempt to control his actions, or impose any 
restraints upon his appetites and pass1ons. 
L, 


S, E. 


EXTRACT. 


©'That implicit credulity 1s a mark of a feeble 
mind will not be dissented, though it may not, 
perhaps, be as generally acknowledged, that the 
case 1s the 8ame with unlimited scepticism. 

In the midst_of these contrary impulses of fash- 
1onable and of vulgar prejudice, he alone evinces 
the superiority al strength of his mind, who is 
able to disentangle truth . from error—and to op- 
pose the clear conclusions of his own unbiassed 
faculties, to the united clamors of superstition 
and of false philosophy.” 

Such 1s the language of one of the first philos- 
ophers of the day, and such ought to be respond- 
ed by every man, who prefers the mild light of 
truth to the glare of fashionable error. Muth as 
we boast of our enlightened age, and of our free- 
dom from the thraldom of prejudice, which pres- 
8ed 80 heavily on our ancestors, still are there but 
too many content to float 8moothly along the cur- 
rent of popular prejudice, and while courting every 
transient gale of applause, care not whether they 
be finally lost on the s8ands of apathy and forget- 
fulness, or-end their course on the broad expanse 
where new worlds, new ideas, open to their aston- 
ished minds. 

True, indeed we have not now to fear, in the 
promulgation of any new doctrine in- philosophy 
or discovery in physics, the faggot and the stake, 
or the dungeon's gloom ; though we are till op 

ed-by intolerance, the offspring of pride and 
indolence, which, anxious to shroud itself under the 
vell of higher feeling, is ever ready to cry out, that 
religion and morality are-in danger—that the 80- 
_ cial edifice will: be broken, in the attempt to s8ub- 
stitute new and graceful columns, for the heavy and 
disjointed masses of discordant materials and dis- 
proportioned parts. 
Taking a retrospect of the past, we shall have 
little reason to boast of the 8trength of philoso- 
phy, or power of discrimination disphayed by the 
great and the learned, in their opposition to novel- 
ty, whether consisting- of moral doctrines or 8ci- 
entific Hlustrations. Need I mention the prince 
of philosophers, who first introduced the knowl- 
edge of one great cause to the 'minds of his 'coun- 


| 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


trymen, benighted in the darkness of polytheism 
and who, the object at first of their Le on an 
snbsequently of their hatred, could only expiate 
his imaginary crime by. drinking the deadly 
draught. To what indignities, what tortures, did 
not the author of our holy religion submit, for 
teaching those pure and sublime truths, which ex- 
pand the mind, while they warm the heart, and 
which are now, as they ever will be, received as the 
lamp that lights our steps in this world, and guides 
us to the next.” | 


Happiness is the pursuit 'of all, and is equally 
attainable by all; it is not given alone to the 
reat—the wealthy— to those who are cradled in 
e lap of luxury, or nurtured by the hand of prod- 
igality. To these, if the heart be not open to be- 
nevolence, and chastened and refined by vir- 
tue, the rational enjoyments of life are tasteless 
and insipid ; they 3s to happiness a being which 
it has not, and seek it in the gratification of those 
+155 Wy and appetites in which it can never be 
found. 


To CoRRESPONDENTS. 'The request of * A* to know 
our views of salvation, will receive attention as goon as 
some other matters have been disposed of. That being a 
8ubject of much importance it will probably be discussed 
at length in the progress of our work, and prog it may 
be more satisfactory to have it delayed until we have time 
and room to enter more fully into it than we can at pres- 
ent. 


fi The 8ubscriber r that such of his friends as 
may have occasion to write to: him, and 8uch as forward 
their payers, would hereafter address him at Boston, in- 
stead of 'Charlestown; as it is often more convenient to 
receive their favors at the former place. | 


Jy L. 8. EVERETT. 
Charlestown, June 28, 1832. 


NOTICES. 


Br. H. Ballon will preach at Woonsocket Falls, R. I. 
next Sunday. | 

There will be preaching both in Harvard and Shirley 
Village, next Sunday. 

Br. D. D. Smith will preach a Lecture in Stoneham 
next Sunday. 

Br. Jehiel Smith will preach in Amesbury next Sunday. 
And in East-Kingston, the Sunday following. And in 
South-Hampton, the 3d Sunday in July. 


MARRIED. 

In Charlestown, on Sunday evening last, by Rev. L. 8. 
Everett, Mr. William Reed and Miss Mary Ann Hovey. 
— Mr. Sargent Blaisdell and Miss Elizabeth Smith. 

In Lowell, by Rev. C. Gardner, Mr. Jonas P. Barden 
and Miss Betsey Thourlow, both of Lowell. 


DIED. - Ts 
30. Octavus Herald Rand, aged 3 
inst.. Maria Josephine Rand, aged 
thize with-the afflicted pa- 
on account of their great 


In Charlestown Ma 
ears toes , _ _ 
1 weeks. e deeply sympa 

rents of those lovely LR ah 
affliction, 


- 


The following Theological Works 
Mussey, 29 Cornhill, at the lowest prices : 

Horne's Introduction to the S of the Bible, 4 vols. 
octayo ; Clark's Commentary, 6 vols. royal 8vo ; Henry's 
Exposition, 6 vols. 8vo; Ps four Is, 
4 vols. ropes 8vo; n's Archeology, 1 vol. royal 8vo ; 
Tucker's Light of Nature, 4 vols. royal 8yo; Channing's 
Works, 1 vol. royal 8vo; Shnckford's Connecti 
royal 8vo; Pulpit Axsistant, 2 vols "ro 

orks, complete in 1 vol. royal Bvo; ' 


L. W. KIMBALL, PRINTER. 


may be had of B. B. 


